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SOME QUEER ANSWERS
GIVEN TO QUESTIONS.

A CIVIL BERVICE POTFOURRL
The Rapubllc Bureau,
14th Bt and Pennsylvania Ave.

TWashington, Sept. $—In examining the

papers of candldates for Government posi-

tions the Civil Bervice sauthoritles often

come across very ludicrous answers fto

guestions. The examiners frequently Jot

¢own theses answers, and some of the offi-
clals have unigue collections,

SPECIFIC GRAVITY.

¥ere are & couple of definitions of speclfic
gravity which certalnly possess the merit
©f originality:

“Specific gravity is an unknown quantity
., atmosphere, which draws all sub-
°‘s;€c.‘.°"'° the elﬂ.lu"l i An

o vity s the point at whic e
dem{.“:‘tu:& out of the spirits"
THE EAGLE.

The followln, are some of the answers
xopled from eXl.ynation papers of appli-
cants for jobs Und. rpcle Bam:

*“The eagle belong®.;, 1he great family of
mammalia, but dIffers .. ;many characteris-
tics from others of '.hhlamily. especially
in the manner of ralaifg ys young, the
rudiments of its Offspring - wine deposited
in a shell and warmed to e .na ru)1 de-
velopment by the warmth of e iiher's
body or by the heat of the sum. 3¢ 1= a
very fierce bird when protecting n"s'mmg‘
and it Is as well to keep at a distanctghen
Aany are very near." ]

HUNTING AND HISTORY.

Wandered Helplessly Through Re-
sounding Caverns, Seeking in
Vain for Escape, and Had Almost
Given Up When Rescuers, Fol-
lowing the Trail Marked by Bits
of a Btraw Hat, Came Upon
Them.

—

Bpecial Cerrespondence of The Sunday Republia.

Eidan, Mo., Sept. 5—To wander, bewll-
dered, in numerous subterraneous passages,
with the ald of but a single dim lantern,
and then to sit for long hours In dismal
darkness, damp and shiverihg with ‘colﬂ.
while they waited to be found by a rescu-
ing party, was the experience of thres boys
who went with a party of young peopie
from Eldon to spend a day last wesk ex-
| ploring Aurora Cave

On arriving at the cave the party had
eaten an early dinper in the entrance. Then,
donning exploring costumes, they proceeded
| to places of Interest, first visiting the “Dav-
l1rs Pulpit,” the “Winding Stalrway” and
“Dripplug Spring.”' They entered a low
passage leading slong a small stream. They
had not gone far when all of the company
turned back except three boys—Ed Shep-

“Hunting In the mountains is good spor.
because the game is more numerous, such
game as the bear, deer and elk of the lar-
ger sex and birds of the smaller sex.”

*“The stems of stamens should be taught,
for they extend from the roots to the dif-
ferent parts."

Here 1s some new light upon an important
historic event. Thils applicant manipulates
his facts In & way that ought to be the
envy of his rivals:

“In the year of Eighteen Hundred and
B!xty-five was Abraham Lincoin shoote in
the Uppre House by his wife.”

“AVOIDING ALLUSIONS.

Thes man who wrole the following had
been requested to give his views as to the
advantages 1o be derived from the reading
of good books. What he thought of this
particular sulject, however, does not ap-
pear. The candidate had been warned
egalnst alluding to his political or religious
epinions or affillations. It will be noticed
that he has faithfully avoided t:

“My allusions avolding political or re-
ligious opinlons. And they are this as to
afilationa: “I deem it as being the first
step In honesty.” It takes religlon contlud-
ingly to make & man. If there were Do re-
ligion, or If & man had mo religlous opin-
fons, In my estimation, we would be in a
wvast condition; but, baving religion and
other things combined, we have the pleas-
ure of using our opinions, And by having
religion and uslng our opinions, we are able
%o hold the office to which we seck. I deem
it necessary for every one to have eome
<pinion woidingly, according to standing.
And whbat I've gone on to say is my opin-
fons meccordingly s to allusions veldingly
and political affillation.”

WHY THEY 60 TO THE CITY.

The subject of the following sketch fis,
PWhy s0 many young men abandon farm
Kor city life:

*“Young men come to the city to learn and
fmprove themselves, They lenrn more and
#e more. They have more Improvements in
the city than in the country, such as our
collages, churches, large bulldings, theaters,
rallronds, lectures, waudeville and steam
mesvels,

“If such men as Danlel Webster had not
deft the country as he did, he certainly
could not bave Improved his dictionary. If
Hamlet had stayed at his farming he could
not have spoksn such high and classical
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QUALIFICATIONS OF A GAUGER.

The followlng Is in answer to a question
asking “the qualifications which, in out
eplinlon, a clerk, storekesper or gauger in
the Irternal Reveoue Service should pos-
L ]

*He should be a man of good, sound judg-
ment, and also a just and honest man, and
qualified to tend to the business, and n
Swwhite, American-born citizen, not less than
¥ years old, nor over € years of age, nor
8kould he serve longer than four years, end
should be a good judge of the whisky and
otber spirits of the United States and other
nations. He ought not to get intoxercated
Bor excited nor falsify his word or betray
bis true obejident to legal orders from
Readquarters of the United States allso a
married man that had four of five Boyes
@rowing or grown to Manhood and that he
‘was seanding or had sent to school and was
€rying to qualify to take charge of the
affares of his government when the older
@eneration pases out of cervist and allso
ealled upon te glve account to the great
Bayond where men of this country dont Re-
Burn to do there work over again."

B
BONETHING NEW IN THE WAY

OF FLAT CONVENIENCES.

——

On svery uide there Is & yard of at least
0 fest width. Every room is lightsd by di-
Boct light

The hallway to this bullding has tiled
Seomio Sooring and high marble walnscot-
o elovator, and a long-dis-
in the hall. with hallboy
. The rooms are all light

The dining-room and parior
flooring, with high walinscot-
_mm -
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kitoben fs connected with the dining-
passageway sbout ten feet In
hich is the pantry
glase shelving. A
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kitchen contalns a gas range, two
ry basina, a cupboard, and plen-
t—a great eamential. The servant's

gaiia
3

the kitchen, as was the arrange-
many of these apartments a few

Ha

is & private telephona In the apart-
ment ponnected with the office in the cor-
Jdor. There is an electric bell from the
dining-room table Lo the kitchen, and elec-
tric lights in all parts of the fiat, as well
&8 gas. The chandellers are handsome and
tasteful. There are open fireplaces In the
dining-room and parlor, and steam heaters
#n the other rooms. Tenants are allowed 1o
sslect thelr own wall paper and to fix the
Prios pretty much as they like.

Grief is not forevermore—

After all the ocean-knells

Bure, the ships will sight the shore—
Hear the welcoms of the bells!
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Into the pantry hallway rather i

« herd, Brace Hellfrich and Elmore Harrls.
These three went on for some distance, en-
‘hying the scemes made by the changing
,fﬂhmtlom and gathering specimens and

| Tos53y from the clesr water. In moving

{ Bbout 5 get different views of various ob-
, Jocts they discovered a small opening thut
led d6WN 10 & large grotto. They climbed

ot & shelf qto the larger avenue, thinking

ft led back to the maln entrance, where
they could again joln the party.

This hallway soon became more contract-
ed., and after passing several corridors
leading In different directions they declded
that they had taken the wrong course, and
attempted to find thelr way back, Nor
some time they tried to trace their foot-
Steps, entering one passage after another.
But as the floor was of hard gravel, thay
could not find & mark left by their shoes.

At last, going up through & small open-
ing. they hurrled through a low room, ang,
winding about with a small etream, cams
out In & litile whils near where they haa
entered. Heare the siream was lost tn a
arevice.

Ey this ime, becoming alarmed, the boye

tore out the lining of a hat and left it s &
mark. Finding, to thelr dismay, that it
was Impossible to distingulsh thelr own
trall, they wandered about aimlessly and
purpoeselessly, not knowing what direction
they were taking. They were becoming be=
wildered and wers unahle to tell one open-
ing from ancther. How long they wan-
dered In this way they could pot tell, as
they had no timeplece.

Finally they concluded that they were
utterly lost in an unexplored portion of the
cave, where the only footprint that they
could find seemed to be that of g bear, and

which was now and then traced where the
floor was covered with sufliclent clay to
make an Imprint. But still they continued
thelr restless gearch for an exit to day-
uight, ciimbiik Be8r fiuge shelving ronks, en-
tering cavernous gorges, crawiing in ex-
tremely low places—many times squeszing
through openings where the lantern would
pot stand upright.

A perfect wonderland of stalactitic gran-
deur, In all kinds of grotezgue formatlons,
surrounded them at every turn. Hut the
beauty was not noted by the three hovs,
They were mockeries—jewels =et Into prison
bars—and they took fantastic shapes which
sent new tremors through the bodies of the
threa wanderers.

Almost discournged, the boys sat down to
rest. In the stillness the nolse of falling

PRIMITIVE BAPTISTS
TO HOLD CONVENTION.

Special Correspandence of The Sunday Republic.
Macon, Mo.,, Bept. 4.—The Yellow Creek
Assoclation of Primitive Baptists—the
largest and oldest organlzation of the kind
in Milssouri—will meet in Its ffty-second

County, “‘on Baturday before the third Bun-
day In September”—or, as ordinarily ex-
pressed, the l4th. The meeting will be hald
under a large canvas, the property of the
assoclation, and which Is used at all its

: days
There are no State meelings of the Primi-
tive Baptists In Missourl. The State Is di-
vided into districts and a certaln number of
countles are represented in each assocls-
tion. There are about 4,00 Primitives in
Missouri, mostly in the northern part of
the State. In 1800 there were 3,63 Primitive
Baptist churches in the United States. 2130
ministers and 126,000 members. Thelr naso-
clations are generally held in the latter part
of the summer and early fall, when it is

pleasant to be out In the wooda.
The Primitives claim to be the original
Baptist church and that the Missionaries re-
d the teachings

the Bible. The thunders of Commodore

annual sesslon with Chariton Church,Macon

yearly gatherings, and will continue three

ELDER WALTER CASH.

in Linn County, Missourd
of the fathers and ' 1886. Unlted with wtzn Union
established new doctrines unwarranted by o his sixtessih year.
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that country to the Misslonarles and In-
fused new vigor Into the religlous world.
And It also erected the rock on which the
Baptists divided. The “strict” sect argued
there was more missionary work at homs
to be done than there were misslonaries to
do It. Parallel columns were printed In
their papers to show there was more crime
in New York than In wll China, and the
moral drawn was to “clvlifze” our own
vine and fig tree first and the world after-
wards, X

In 1536 thers was a largely attended meet-
Ing of the Baptists in Macon County. The
s.bject of misslons was ralsed and it pre-
clpltated a lively discussion. Elder James
Moody, in a memorable speech, advocated
forelgn missionary work. The meeting hope-
leasly divided on the qucstion. Mr. Moody
and his following became known as mis-
slonary Baptists. Elder William Sears,
Abraham Dale. Phillp Dale, John 8moot,
Charles Hatfle!d, Willlam Sham, James Ri-
ley, Thomas Wiillams, James Cauchhorn
and thelr wives organized what was known
&8 the “Little Zion Baptist Church.” This
was the first Primitive Baptist Church In
the county. The Missionaries went into the
towns, established churches gand thrived.
The Primitives clung with determined reso-
lution to the stern belief of thelr fathers
and refused to make any concessions. They
have not prospiwred as much numerically
as their former brothers, but they are as
certain as ever of thelr effectual calling.
The Missionaries established Bunday
schools. The Primitives say such action fs

| entirely without scriptural authority; that

ane cannot be taught to be & Christian, but
Is scaverted alone by God's will a3 his ewn

ELDER FRED ELMORE,
GRINNELL, IA.

- T'r!t-ld :ngi ub-fly -'.‘.'hur‘r:n. Jaspes Chunty,
owa, In uary, IS, an Oe-

good time. If you are not called you ara
lost, no matter how good you may strive (o

be. This is explained in the “Confesalon of
Faith": ; A

“Man, by his fall into a state of nin,
hath wholly lost all ability of wiil to any
spiritoal good accompanying salvation,’”

eiting Matthew xv, 11, 12; James L 14 and
Dewt xzxx, 10 g

water could be heard. Following as lightly
as possible In the direction of the =mound,
they found thelr way along a widening
hallway, and in & short time came o a
small lake of water clear ns crysial. It
wis too decp to cross, so the boys began to
fearch for the watercourse that fed the
pooly or a stream leading from it It was
not long until their efforts wers rewarded
by the sight of running water.

This rallied their strength, and they put
farth renewed efforts to follow this subtle
gulde, supposing It would jead them out of
the eave. In a little while they entersed =

low, close place, and had ecrowded through
ahotit as far as it was possible to go when,
in turning In the dark. one of the boys fell
through a thin opening into a large, deep
pool of water. Supposing It to be the one
that had been found some time before, he
scrambled out and joined the other boyn.
The light of the lantern by this time was
burning very low, and In getting out of the
tight crevices the boys were falling. Once
the light had gone down until thev thought
it out entirely, but It was revived again.
These incidents brought the travelers to a
realization of the fact that the possiblility
of ever getling out alone must be aban-
doned. Very wet and disheartened, they at-
tempted to find the pool of water agaim,

tiiey had been leaving pleces of a straw hat
at intervals along the route, they again
found the water, and, knowing it was dan-
gerons to be left in the darkness away from
water, they found as smooth a place as
possible near by and decided to remain
there untll found. By this time they were
almaost exhausted. The [ntense darkness
contrasted horribly with the pale faces

only going through the larger passages. As H
| out, and total darkness was but sizty see—

| trance.

«I THREE BOYS LOST FOR HOURS IN AURORA CAVE. b,

light of the dingy lantern. £

‘Thus they sat for long hours. The silence
was broken only by the sound of falllng =
water from the stalactites above Into the
poal below. Every drop set sweet sounds £
to vibrating throughout the cavern cham= <
bers. Sometimes they were lsw and plain= 5
tive: again they sweiled in joyous strains =
Every awirl, gurgle, splash and murmur of
the waters found a melodious echo nmong £
the glistening tubes. At times it would pe= &
semble volces talking: then it would merge ;
Into prolonged and melodious chaorls, s

The party outside walted for several houre
and then, becoming alarmed at the loag
stay of the boys, want back through the:
main part of the cave to loock for them, Ev=
oty scheme to trace them proved futile, and 3 -
the long afternoon was almost spent whem &
they returned to the outside. About dack &
they secured the help of an old guide named
Stark, who lives near the cave. He pro=-
ceeded at once in the directlon which the
boys had taken, and after searching for am & .
hour was jolned by a rescuing party frofm |
Eldon, consisting of J. L. Bruffy, Guy Geds 3
frey, Harley Lawrence, James Neville, W-—‘E oy
car Kelmsling and Raleigh Shepherd. Fol= .
lowing the guide, who was familiar with .;’5
great number of the passages and branches, }%’ i
they lost no time In beginning & thorough 7
search. The openings became more nU=-
merous and smaller the farther they want,
until some of the party wera unable to get
through and were compelled to return. The
others kept on, going through places too
low to crawl In and so small that If =
seemed impossible for them to drag them- = .
selves through. At times they would ocomse =
to shelving rocks where a slip would result
In a fall of thirty feet or more. Seldom did _
they come to openings high encugh to. per= . |
mit them to siand erect. ; -1

For hours they seurched [n this way, |
sometimes at the very top of the cave and
again at the bottom, so low that they
waould have to drag themselves through wa-
ter, never going In the same place twios . 2
After going what s=emed a long dlseflncla_.'_
they came to a narrow crevice, over the = -
top of which hung a massive flat rocke AIl
of the party were able to climb up over this .
except Godfrey. The place proved too small
for him.

All were of tha opinion that the boys
could not possibly have gons farther, and
were going to turn back and start i an-
other direction, when one of the party dis=
covered a pleca of a straw hat. This was
a clew that had long been looked for. It
was easy to follow the boys now, as the
keen eves of the guide noted marks left by
thelr shoes on the hard gravel bed. Fol-
Jowing these for some distance, and once in
awhile finding & piece of the straw hat. f
they were finally rewarded by hearing sn .
answering ““Hello.,” It came faintly, dnd =
at first no one could tell in what direction ~-
it was. But after calling several times at | |
intervals as they moved on, the boys were
located. In & fow minutes the party came :
up to where they had settled down to walt
until found. Thelr lantern was turned low
in order to have the light Iast as long a8
possible, but even at that it was almost
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onds removed from them.
It was a few minutes after midnight when

! the boys were found. They had been trav-

ellng undergrounw since 11:30 in the morn-
ing, golng a distance of several miles In
their wanderings, yet they were foond
scarcely a mile and a haif from the enh-

The hope for the saint and the miserable
end of the sinner are expressed In the fol-
lowing from the Articles of Faith of the
Yellow Creek Assoclation: “(5) We belleve
that saints shall persevers in grace and not
ona of them be finally lost,™ “(§) We be-
lleve thers will be & resurrection of the
dead and a general judgment, and that the
happiness of the righteous and the punish-
ment of the wicked will be eternal”

Primitives never permit the use of the
word “reverend” to designats thelr minis-
ters. They say it occurs but once In the
Bible (Psalm cx{, 9), and that In reference
to Jehovah, and that, consequently, It is
highly improper to use such a reverential
word In connection with any individual. A
preacher is an “elder,”” one who “feeds
the flock.” “a servant of the Most High.”

The Primitive elder recelves no salary.
He goes where duty calls at his own ex-
pense. Sometimes bhe Is relmbursed and
sometimes not. He never asks as to that
and never aliows the possible remuneration
in the way of donations to decide in consld-
ering a proposition 1o assume charge. The
Inflexibility of thelr religion has led to the
appellations of “Hardshells,” “Ironsides’*
“Straightjackets” and thé like, but the
Primitive reply by saying that the right Is
always firm. If you ask one of them how It
could be that God will damn so many who
are nonelect, he will point you to the

ELDER A. D. HUTCHISON,
PARIE, MO.
.“f;um "r:d R.llll.u: County, Missour!, March 'I;iml:-l!l
ol ! Cresek Chuarch, near -
bal, lnn April, 1968 was ordained In July, 1534,
Bible where It says: "“Many are called,
but few are chosen.”
The organ of the Primitive Baptists the
Messenger of Peace, is published by Elder
Walter Cash at Marceline, Linn County.

Mr. Cash also runs a weekly paper, and 4

has for many years been the Mayor of
Marceline. He will ba the moderator of
the coming assoclatlon.

The Messenger of Peace was founded
November 15, 1574, by Elder J. E. Goodson
of Macon, It Is almost wholly devoted to
correspondence  from members of the
chorch and has been a success from the
start. Nearly every Primitive Baptist family

in the Biate takes it, and it circulates ln!

delegates, and others have been nearly as
ger.cous. Seven other associations will he . -
represenied by messenger at the Yellow ¢
Creek meeting. :
Following are some of the well-knowm .
elders who will attend: W. T. Brown,
Richmond, Mo., former Representative of
Ray County: S. A. FEikins, Montgomery
City, Mo., former Judge of County and Pro-
bate Court; Fred Elmore, Grinnell, Ia; W.
J. Hardesty, Middletown; A. D. Hutchia-
son, Shelbina; I=aac Bawin, Moulton, Iang
W. J. Pollard, St. Joseph; J. F. Sutten,
Paris. W. J. Owings of Callao is clerk of
the association. .
The Primitive Baptist prescher seldom
uses notes, but be Is pever at a loss for

ELDER SILAS A. ELKINS,
MONTGOMERY CITY, MO,
Bomm in Clark County, Kentucky, Novembes

"

. 183, and united with the tive Baptist
urch called Ia'u:kruthl-mw
October, 16S. He was ordaimed in Marah,

ihma.!nu'l!md h.‘tﬂlmhnm
v churches Cuivre Blioam Assesis-
tion, of which he is Moderator. He has sarved
mmumml“tm
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something to say. Ha relles on inspleation
from on high, and his discourse may rum
from balf 2n hour to threa hours. BSerip-
tural passages are always within easy
reach of his memory to prove his painte

of dispute from churches are ever refgrred
to the assoclation. The theory is that emch

church household, belng in closer touch

with any element of discord, should be the
better able to handle it. Offenders are

tried publicly before the whole church; and
the edict of excommunication or acquittal

must be pronounced by the entire congre;
tion. -

e ———
USNAPPING” PRAIRIE DOGS

WRITTEN FOR THE SUNDAY REPUBLIC.
Because of the marvelous quickness of
their movements, it Is almost impossibie to.

obtain a lifelike picture of prairic dogs. A

photograph was, however, taken recemily
in Bouthwestern New Mexicn, where thess
Httle animals abound In great numbers, by
an artist who had spent months In trying

| to snap them on their native heath.

Prairie dogs lve in “villages™ on the
Thelr pecullar bark sounds more

liks the chirping of a bird than the noise
of an animal. They rarely wander far from

Ilinois, Ohio, Indiana and in many of the the mouth of their burrow. and at the
nlightest

Soathern States. Soms Ume ago & wealthy
brother in Montana died, and among other
bequests was one of $600 for the Messenger,
to pay for subscriptions for those unabls to
take the paper.

The Yellow Creek Association will be at-
tended by nearly all the Primitive Baptist
preachers in Missouri and several from
Jowa. They will all be entertained free.
Eider Coilh has estertalned ns high ap 1R

approach of danger they dart
down Into the nearest hole.

It Is Impossible to shoot them. Among
oertain tribes of Indlans, who use them for
food. ths custom is to capture them by
fiooding their burrows; as they come gut




